d - vSect,im; up the Volunteers) : . ' g
‘Before a student beckesper can readh and establish others in his area as
“y[beokonpera, he muat 8et an_examolc and sanage his owa. hives aucceasfuliy,l;

d reapurcaa.,,a " :.ah to. dezlau t“

argumann as followse Firat, the projecu 18 To be cariied along by the
enthuaiaacic,‘since lack of inturast or projecv paternalism'will lead co

o4

”berribla nardship or tailure. nosides, this project 's oudgoc is

N 'Tdesignad to be sparae. sd outsxde backup is just not poaaiule. In any

, case, if the snﬁdent bee ler can,hac& 1pklocally, all vhe’ more’eason

.',

~for his own: pupils bo be able to, and pelieve 1 when . he claima ao. _;1'5
becond, "' poor people”. haVe ore regources than one might suspecﬁ: to
;illuatrate, were oll the ruslims wno made it to Mecca subsidiaed or'nou?
;This principle can be extended to the local communzny as a wnole.f xaird,

'~L,]the necessary beekeeping‘equipmenn, uhen adapbed for tnis proJe¢c's needs,

thing, a fancyx"hau énd 8 homemade emoker.”’ 'I‘he equipmen_,_”
be made at Fadélac lbw cost, sold, and trucked out at low cosc or babuer
yet, the student beekeeper will make his owa or contracn witn a local
artisan to make 1t for: him. The. construotion tecnnology is vary basic.
and 1ocal difficulties will be solvea in differentc ways. ;hus, ix one

surveysd une: variéus artiaans all over uourmannche wno fillea- the:*wfi

equipment concracte, and coupiled it, one would have wondex:ul insi

into the art of making" beekeaping equipment cheaply. The zeaults ‘would
be a documantation of adaption and evolution, wnicn means-thatv the-locals

develop thelr own- systems, and Kada is spared the tasg of production and
mar'etinh research. ; :

therefore durin; the scudunu backeeperts firsc ;ear Losu eI'fore. hill be
on estaolishment , and a cefining and veiniorcing or che skills learnt

while at Faca.dlble acnool. uoviously there will be extension nelp from

Pada, to check up on progress and assist wners necessary.

# -~ Volunteer .xpansion, and .dvanceu iraining).

Cnce the atuden: oeexeeper 18 well-ngtaovlished, eXpansion will vesging

riis 13 wnerc the real tnrus. of Lue rroject saould Lase place. :1nis



. description is meant to tie in with iuvs parent process at Fada - seé o
- oection b) for th13¢‘én,_z | .

I Volunteer pransion) o e
Ib is assumed that everyone in the atudent beakeeper's local”AWill @

nafterﬁapsurvey of beekeepers, interesbed people and nheﬂlocal honeyflow,
and after his own trial-and-error, he will teach and set up othera...In sn
,doing, he will draw upon the simplified technology he learned at Fada,
‘and in teaching i, hefWill have ultimately mastered it. Again, bhe
{,process is familiar:.nanurél selecbion will determine his sn dencs "fﬁffy

interest, fear, time - so he will not waste time on dead-end tasxs. In“
tine, the new students will go with him to the local artisan, who now ‘

~has a new market to invest in, o? they will make their own equipment if

desired. Iaising the needed cash is up co the villagers themselve

~not possiole for the Fada project;to,do nhis, as 1o is very expen an
equipment andrnf‘

paternalistic. Although Fada could make hiVes and dther'
_truck them out to help special cases, on the whole it would help local
artisans if they could get the business and use their own initiatives. n;ﬁ

In teachinﬂ and establishing beekeeping locally, iv is hoped that the
volunteer's 5eal will make him reach all those who wish to keep bees.
‘The aim of the project is to teach and establish, and so on ouzwards.
Phis, is also an excellent base from which to witness,

1I- Advanced Training)
Ideally, this could be minimal, as vthe first course av Fada is designed

to promote beckeeping advancement and development by the student alone.
Yet, this may not occur. 48 the studeat progresses in the task of

establishing local beekeeping, the teacher frou Fada will visit regularly
to teach the finer points, for if this had been done earlier, the student
would have Dbecome very confused. 'These lessons are ultimately passed on

to the locals; in this way, technology seeps down bit by bit,



B

Theae concinuinp visibs are helpful vo vhe teacher.as well: tney mainbaix
concact with fovmer etudencs, advanced trainin& only cones whan needed
:or desvrved, the waste of unprofitable areas or 8budenns '

.:;Iu terms of overall davelopm@nn, or diaease. ‘the ueache:,will;b‘“ahle to
jf@“ feddback, Which when 1nterpreuad is vibal to nhe style or Tea ¢

'In ona ocnae, this project will not phage out; yet 1n anocher,“it wxll.

na.long ea the Fada :Bible Ychool continues to opserate, it will be}halped 1
.1ncome from its, bee projecc, and 1' will wurn out a auwver ox bee& eper-‘

'broadth of" bourmantche is full of beexeepera. oiﬂCG tne under;ying aima
&are 8o Rrassroots. and- 8o’ far reaching, the project is more of & movement
t han a. projecc for. production ior cash crop is not a central_concecn
here - the Aim {8 for sveryone incerested to have tacir own bee _
honey.' the Gourmas will carry this novement chcmselves, .for onge he
student beekespers have:pusned. enough, the resv-is mere inertias ..
However, Some parts of vhe project wust nnd.will xade ousf3~
" the realm*of peraonnol d: i i SR L

1.,Peraonn§1)

It is absoluta that cheaUOurmas will run thias” prodecc in all its parus;
the- role oi‘ expat.riaua ia o st up, teach, establish, and get, Uty - There
is much literature ‘on the art of hanuinp over, 8o it will oa assumed and n

axxuxnxxknzn covered hera. unce hanaover is uonc, iv is up to che

Gourmas how they operate and above all, replace the Fada- bee etafzz those
who ranage. tha income tioney . project, those who spreaq beekeecping in the

rada Aarea, tnoao Wilo. teacCn tLhe Deekeeping courss cach year, and those who
cour Gourrantehe. for the advanced craining. Tnis staff can be as suall as

two or thrac workers - fulltime, taougn, 3
If by chance the 3ible Lchool snuts down, 4na ohe rada bee work Sbcys. tais

13 no problea, adauminh that there are enou;l volunteers dotuel around -
&ourmantchn' the project had become a uovement, cnd the spirit oL bee=

iﬁePiﬂ; with the peorla, wnere it should be,
II « Jervices)

This is applicable vith rerard to the Teachers, and those they are
eancating, Ibe crineiples of teach, estavlish, aavancea craxnin\, and
et out still appli. it Ls the teachers who cducate, Lut the oﬁUdEﬂtS

0 otivate, here is noc aouns soney for pavermallse, oo Liie or



o coa'rs

v v ~b18 WOJ@O‘!}' 18 dasigned to r‘un on
: ,ﬁ;on teaching*andweatabaishmanu,%ncg

6@ 1/

’ooling about with unwilling studeats or locala. ihis prosecn is all
 teach and ‘establish - what follows is up to enuhusiasm. '

. If bees become as common as wlllet, then thers will berno phaaeout ab
;311. as a movemenb, and bha prodecc. will have_baen auccesaful. s .f

‘d3932;ainco“tne emphsasia.isdk
‘cashecropping,;  ThHel's are

: fo be get up, fost ‘equipment . already at. h&nd.

four main areas to the project that will 1ncur expenses the income honey
project, the outreach %o the Ffada area, teaching student volunneers and
the advanced training/ voluntoar eatablisnueno. e

2 - xho Income doney rroject) o ‘ ‘
Ie haterials. The following are necded, assuming chat Ioo hives are to :

”V”:Jne homemade. petrol-driven table saw, Very eaay to make - 20 .000 cfa.r

- wood, paint, nails. tin for one rodified Kenya Top Sar hive, avout -
44000 cfas For 100y, aoo.ooo cfa. This will be lesa if. maberials-are

 bought wholesale, . .
- II=-'Labour). One fulltime beskeeper at least ia neednd to run chis part

of the proJoct.k although payment could come in. the iorm of" hia friends

”,or the Church: ‘hoeing his millet-fields or him, or paymenu be made in grain
C g this ‘can: lead to difficulty. Therefore a salary: ”ar'one iulltime or 1:;
?twn parc cime peekeopera should ba conaidereu...xf.t - '

’111 - Transport) It is hopad tnat the b:i.bla %hool s Pug,eox. wa ‘could .

- be borrowed occasionally for local runs. . Therefors tne cosc_qf.patrol
and maintenance would be sharad. , T

b - Oubreach to Fada Areas,

~aterials: none; since the locals will deal wiun cnac. ;
il) Labour, A aeconad beakeeper, pald in same way, possibly on’ half time.
I1I) Tranaport' rouorcycle.

¢= Teaching, = -
i - ¥aterials) The hives and local beeieepers are alreaay there, vain

expenso is in Leacning aids, gucha as cnarces, #08ters euC,, and handout
raterials sucn as ximeogpaph sheet s and notebooka,

II) Labour. iither one of the two beaksepars,

1I1) Transport. ihe 404 again. -

d= Voluntecar n3tablishuent/.dvanced Training,
1) “aterials: none

X e v ' ' ‘ f ’ J -
1§Ancggboufcnuqo Ll rg.deckeepet, Wno %ill oe wandering all oves uour



. Cost noc known, but . guess at 25,000 ofa per year, or

“Tig,lsppport, S.I.Mf support, or ocher,ekternal funding., In eny case mon

'x*ifsrassroots.development in beek piz

&) 1«

- I1I) Transport' once monorcyole, if possible, cost depending on the deal.,
' IV) Living Expenses., lihile "on the road" and in lodgings, if necessary: ﬂ

féyupds for these needs can be met,from honey proJeoc 1ncome; uourma ohurcn

very sharply. S B E ; AN R TR
No project is problempfreet lisned here are some issues that may cause
Vikdifficulties ln time; naturally, this list ie not comprehensive. = “7f§

a= On the Church's Role in Beakeeping.
Some might objeot to the Church being involVed 1n beekeeping development,

and this conoern _may be Justified;if the: projeot deviates from its goal

of teaching to one of using bees for income. Of course, the present
‘project av Fada. does not count, : | .

. "‘!H"-"-i",' I

*sas a: catalyst for indepandent

"'In fact the church's *ole her”
e‘same time it will be

' demonstrating and proclaiming the Gospel through the witnessao; the l

student volunteers. It is antioipeted that these volunteers will be
, lay workers with the gift of helps, rather than pascoral or. church-

building students from the Bible School.- :

b - Workers end Salaried Positions.; ‘ :
with the exception of the three beekeepers at Fada, there should be no

salaried positions, this increases the budgec, ruins geauine enthusiasm
and incentive, and leads to paternalism, This proaect ‘must avoid uhe
temptation to- expand so as to appear impressive,

¢ - Bee Failure ‘

Since che beecs provide a second income for many, there should be no total

ex eciiklo placed on income. After all, bees can fall prey to disease
ugt e 1e ’ | .

d - Vandalismf : L
r'his has already happened to some of the Fada hives; theretore, it is hope

that thorn hedges can be planted round individual beeyards.



e - On a Fall in nhe Honey/wax Market

v_;Thia does happen, .80 there i3 a. need to provide room for stockpilingi”till
: suchvtime as prioes rise again. L . L o

£ - Shaning of the Bibie. Sehool's 40'7}7*~=v S
s*:If‘bhiS;bacomes an. 1saue, then 1t may be necesaary to find a vehicl fo
r*the bee, roject. Thisucan be discuased»when the4time comes :

. Thus- far, I have discuSSed the stepa necessary to set tnis bee&eeping
project up;, and some of the methodology behind it, = However, ‘thére remain
some points I would ress, lest bhey be OVerlooked; indeed, they,are .
important. e e ' - ‘

ﬂAlthguEa the viord Mproject" has been use :"y'tiéY enterprise is
Jjust what the title says 1t is: the establiahm@nt of beekeeging n-the.
tche area and more 'he stress L8 on teaching, and. establ shment
go usiasm. eacning requires a Seach er, not a %aédout; en%%hs a8
drives both studenc ‘and ceacher to their goals. ﬂowever, shis;taak is not

- Just an atcempt to leave Gourmantche drippxng in honey, Wiuh i

through thoSe*He sends; 1n ‘the same way, flowers are fernilizedwthrougn
use ‘of ‘wind or"the agency of the bees. Therefore, this' task 18" someWhat

appropriate, fér;the‘volunteer beekeepers. are; in etfecty,: God!& pollinator
If this taslii kept simple, enthusiastic,: with the people and fbr\their

P rllfi‘p
whole needs, then 1t will be successful, even 1f it appears otherwise.(

v A~.'=<' LR

"My son, eat - thou honey, because it is good, and tne aoneycomn, which 18
sweet,‘isrthy taste" Proverbs 241 IB. ; o

Respcctfully'submitced'by Stephen Van Wyck, Septemver 1984, o
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Te Van wWycke Magazing drticls on Travel by Bush Taxia
Nyest Africsz on @ Spring and & Prayer——an Outsider”’s Views of
Travel by Bush Taxi."
Fiesle e Ao des ek B e sk R ek el s sk
For nine months, Deginning in June 1984 I worked in rursasl
vgevelopment as a3 beskzepar and handyman in Burkins Faso and Niger,

West Africa.

trigs cams a8 closensgss to

africvans with shom [ rode-—thesir way % thinking
storizss and their silences.
droughte.

suitable wehicle can be
proviged 1t can survive the rough and pitted rosds.
or itaxl de LDrousse,

of the land in a time of
in West Africas, any

the standsrd bush taxis
pickup truck. In fact, 2
ionger pass inspection in

When the need
instead of by intarnal 21ir or bus.

I decided to travel by bdDush taxi

Gut of those prolonged and dusty

g batier understanding of the
and livingy, thedir

& vivid impression

Arose,y
and psrhans

Abova alils thers was
ased 85 3 bush taxis
In Burkina Faso
is an old Psugeot 404
very oild Peugsot. #When the trucks can no
France thay are given one last refit and

shippsd down to the coastal ports of wWest Africs and *h@nae inland, or
they are ariven across the Sahars Dasart dinto Nigesr and then westward.
it is & dong Journey into & very hard retirsment services but the

&fricansz have incredinls
with the parts to kzen th
take what i3

local resousces-~- walding

~over the fTlatped ot the pickup,
unfsshionable and even prohibited in the

sutdeted, unssrvicaple,
hestern world it may well
welding tooisy, gas
ggriculitural sprayss
one rzason shy many Wes
an Antrepid or daring
For the traveller who 13
giscomfort the remardas
intimacy with
snow me a glimpse of
themselves that te11

tha

BY eight in ths

genius in
2W O running.
svailabls—-—or

tankers,

spirit
willing
Are
tne land and its
soul of africa,
their sun

morning

maintaining the taxis and coming up
If they cannot get them thay

waits Indeeds they have to improviss mith
together steel platss to make 3 top and body

for example. If zomething is
gnd up in West Africal  this is true with

spwing machines, surgical instruments,

textoooksess and pickup truckse. Perhaps this is
ternars choose not to ride, thinking it takes

to travel the pitted rozds on old wheels.
to put up with delsysy dust and some
grzsaty a3 ths experience provides a unigue
people. My travels by bush taxi helped
and 1t i3 the journeys

=% el oh

the June air of Jusgdougou, Burkina Faso
already busy city

is heavy and in the 2ightiges. Ths stresosts of the

are full of peoplis dut thsy zre unnoticsd from ths back of the
motorcycls that darts through traffic on its way to the bush taxi
statione. There are sounds of mheszainyg motors and the call of
marketplace toyvs selling something unsesn. & guick slance to the
righty and a flash into & shoo and 3 man looking sut ¥from beshind &
pile of draperies. He disappsars. The motorcycle leavss the traffic

and hsgads down an unpavsd
the toes only and noi the
and befors long the rider
oW
g few Toyotls minivans,

Around soms thatchesd shelters
their

roady spesding up so that the dust covers
whoie bodye Ths hous=s bagin to sepsarate
rezachas ths bush taxi station a3t the sdge of
stand several Peugsot pickups and

doprs opsn and nobody in them. Fron
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under ths front of one stick 3 pair of legs. I walk ower to the
sheltsr to negotiate the farey for it is said thast thare are three
price rangss on the market—-the A4fricany the whitszy snd the f&merican.

Banen is the next taxi to Fadad®

dne of the men under the thatch peoints to the laygs that stick out
from under the Paugeot and says that it will He fixed in 2 1ittle
whilea In the meantimey the price is sgrsed upon. Since I could pass
of¥ as a Frenchoan I payed lessy about thres dollars for » two hundred
mile trip.

The bush taxi denoct is guist--wvery guieti thesrs is the sudden
resiization of being alone in & strangs places. From the doorway of
& house ascross ths streat ssverazl children stare then run inside. It
is not an unfriendly place but certainly an unfamiliar one2e. The men
undger the shslter beckon and peforse long arse sharing cups of tes and
asking about Americas then continue to tzlk of the drought, what work
15 availanle down in the Ivory Coasty, and the price of millet. During
this time the driver of the Paugesot crawls out from undsr his taxi and
starts the sngines. The six itrsvellers that have arrived 4d¢ not rush
into the taxi but ctontinuz to drink their taa.

whan is th: next taxi to Fada? Whenever it fills up.

it is now nine and outside the shelter the ailr is hezadache hot,.
Even the Tlies stay undar the shsade. The sngine ssems to be running
smoothnly sznough and the dapot falls into hardensd silence when it is
allowed 10 3181liens

fThere i3 no rushy no push t¢ gat things movinga Theose that try
1o do s5 fatigue and burn out guickiys and avsaryons from the men down
to the dog ilying in the dust under a tres know it. The extra
passengers come to the depot one at & Time and rest under the thatch.
The Psugeost looks hotter and hotter undsr the sun. Ancther bush taxi
from the countryside west of Juagadougou pulls into the dopot and
drops off & knot of travellsrs who are continuing sasty and with that
the driver of the Paugeot starts collecting money. Baggage is throwsn
up to somszone on the roof who ties it down, znd fiftesn peonle cram
into the cao and on the enclosed pack. If the starter motor is broken
or losty the passengers g2t ocut and push the vehicle to Jump start it.
With 2 last toot of the horn to call one last possible passenger the
push taxi struggless onto ths road ang the advaeniure boginsS...%t0 stop
at the police post st the sdgr ot towns. Pepers are checked and the
policeman tskses particular interest in the one olus passpert along
with the gresn ones. The idling motor dies snd is replacad by the
sticky sound of sweaty legs moving on imitation leasther. Low voices in
& local dislect drone one. Ewvenitually the policemsan comss out to
rzturn the passports or travel passes while the wire is lowsred. After
5 Tew persussive startups the taxi hzads into the countrysids.

Compareda to the parts of Africa 1hat msny Westerners visit,
Burkina Faso and Niger ara dry, dusty and largely fiaste UOFf the tuo
howavery surkinz Faso recesives 8 dbetter rainfsll and is thus greener
during the short rainy season. The land zzch side of the long black
road i1s Tiat and partly coversd with scattersd scrub and thorn traes,
or fringed in dry grasses. Ths red lsterite soil that is ussd as a
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nd thera are patches of the mors
fartile so0il that surround amlatz. Thes reiny season has not
yet basgun and the millet fis ramain smaty and bare,. In the midst
of the bush stands ths ocaisionsl baobaby known as thse Mupside-doun
trea®; indgesd, thair Sranches look just like thsz ronts that should
have been in ths 30ily and not in the sir. The rosd rewmains long and
straight and the bush tsxi conftinues at & steady forty miles per
hours. For zn hour or two ths land is ths same combinaticn of bush,
fpamlet snd miliet field with which the 4fricsns are so familiary yet
to ths visitor it iLs new and fascinatinga.

The rosg pssses through small wayside touwns that can be seen from
afary or sppesr suddenly srosund & bend. The driver gives long blasts
on the horn to slzrt those in the markset or bush taxi depoty and if
nobody waves ths texi to s halt it passes rignt on through. Soon it
i3 pack in the opsn coauntry asgsiny and the passsngers turn thezir gaze
inwards to talk of the famine or ths svailabiiity of millet din the
countiry. For lfong siretches thsy may say natnings looking at the
tioor or the flapping canvas sides. With the heat of the day it is
WOUNS up ang the air blows less ho2t upon thair fzcaes.

About forty miles Turther on the bush taxi slows down to
come to & halt in front of asnother taxi that has ossn damaged in an
gccidents ALl of the passengers stand around the front of the minivan
ivoking a1t the smashed radiastor and what is latt of the cooling fan,
while Iin the dust further on lies & dying dookey that hasd crossad the
vpen road and been nit st full spsed. The land is vast and harda.
Ueath 1s very much s part of 1life 23 an everyday sccurencse. Nobody
pays much attentisan to 1tThe donkay behind them. Instead, they discuss
what to pay the ocuner who has come osut from ons of thz hamlets, and
what to do about the broksn cooling fan. The Pougeot is full and
someoneg from the minivan has fto 20 on to the next towns so one of the
passengars gets off willingly with his baggsgs and joins thes stranded
party. Siven the avsilability of »narts and ths time needed to travel
on to the next town and back, the Journsy would take sbout a day. But
this is not fataliismy, and these are not fatalistsy rathers thzre is an
acceptance that life stretcnes ony and can be livasd 3t a slower pace.
Thaere 15 much time fto talk in the shimmering silence »f the open
roadsidey looking up and down the thin black line thst skirts scross
the bushs. Theg Peugect starts upy, lesving the stranded minivan behind.

gy noon the sun is5 overpowarings and the driver is tirsed of
dodging the potholes that mark an otherwise excsllent road. Without
garning the taxl turns off the rosd and haads down a gougsd laterita
pathwasy and into ths bdush itself for several miles, apparently
headed nowhers. 4 amudbrick house appears, then anothsry, and suddeniy
the taxi has puilsd into s busy viliage on markst day to park in a
cloud of dust next to & piles oFf tires. In wery littls time 2 small
creouwd of children and streset merchants have gathered azround to sell
cooked food and plastic bags of partly coolad fruit juice, probably
from one of the faw antigue refigerators in the town. The Africans on
board get off and walk intoc the shaded parts of the market under the
large spreading mango or thorn trees 1o sleesp off the afterncon, and

road ped Tan be Ssen sveryuher
mE

5
h
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intersest in the newly arrived bush taxi p2tsrs ocut. The markst
returns to normal.

For thres hours the bush taxi remains in the open wnder the
afternoon sun while the passengers sigep on. Guines hesnss dogs and a
stray plg slecpwalk over the dustsd ground in search of scraps.

Beggar children come to the window of the bush taxi in the hope of
coins or brezad. Thes place is stilly 30 still as to be able t0 hear
the spasmodic plop of 5 sweatdrop on the sticky <ar szat. Evan the
fiies were gquiet. 4 few other bush taxis can be sesn through the
shivering heatwaves--silenty bright and dust powdered. Under a
sun-spun insbriation %thne town liss sslespys ths people proney spread
out aroung the shade trees like doormice set put on 3 platter.

At three 07 clock one of the drivers 1ifts up the bonnet of his
bush taxis reconnecis the battzry wires, and checks the water level
toc. Dthers begin to stirs and in twesnty minutes the marketplace is
active asgain with the call of merchants and the revving of already hot
motorse. The driver of the Peugsot begins to blow long on the horn to
call the stragglers back and they scurrysy bags of food in hand and
traces of miliet and szuce on their fingersy evigence of their common
meal in 3 market kitchen. Everyong looks more alert as the taxi
drives owvar the bush track and back onts the thin black line that
Joins towns accross & vast countryside.

L2 the day bagins to fade the canvas front is lowered and some of
tThe passengers huddle in what faded clothing they have. HMuch of their
conversation is in locasl dialecty until they ask one young man if hs
Gere already marrisd. Heg said no~--he was s5till not old snough. How
0ld? Twenty-two. Honsensel zand they prod ons of the woman sitting at
the back snd ssy winking that she would b2 happy to marry him. The
humour continues for several kilometres and from time to time the
driver glsnces back with 3 huge grin ss he listens to the account that
one of the men in the front relays to him. The woman sits in offended
silence until it becomes apparsent that the passengers are not having
fun with the young man but with hary for she i3 an sxpatriste
prostitute. After a time the driver calls 3 hzit to the fun they wers
making of her and the taxi becomes guiste.

435 the last hours of daylight pass by with the forgotiaen
miles the taxi begins to approach Fada n' Gourmay and with thse
sunset i1 spesds douwn the avenus ot snade trees and into the center of
town. The merket is in the process of closing down sliowly as the
driver stalls the engines for the last time that day. After shaking
hands with ths driver and waving to the the other gasssngers it 1s
time to go ovar to s waiting bed at the end of the day and the
beginning of an assignment. While wailking scross the barrage of the
town”’s catchment dam in the carsss of thes evening bresze it is s3ll one
could do to marvel at what had been ssen znd felt that day. I knew
that thers would dDe octher trips shead, 3nd throughout the days and
gieeks of work with the beskaeping project 1 would dwell on this little
seen side of Africa, wanting 10 322 MOr2e » »

-

in tims I left Burkinsg Faso and the beskeening project and moved
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to neighbouring Nigsry wherse I wsorked 235 3 repasirmsn for seversl
months at the edge of & largs town. Thers wmere thirty-five thousand
peopls in Marsdi with many more coming in from the northern desert
every day &s the famine bocame worse. During that time I Journeved
often by bush taxi. lnsz such journey ran fros Marsdi to the capital
at Nismey and then on to Diapagss Dack in Burkins Fass. It took
Detween one &nd two days Lo cover the seven hundrad miles over the
bush and glimpsszy only glimpsszy 2 part of that vasty, besautiful land.

it was December and thse guard at 1The police roadblock at the edge
of Maradi stood shroudsd in & black caps. MNearly in his sleep, it
seemedy he gazed into ths papsrs and the curious dlue passporty then
iet down the wire. Most of the passengers promptly f211 asle=p again
as the Toyota minivan ran wastwards into the thin black lins that
appeared out of & dimmed semidesert. The long shadow of the minivan
shot shead over ths bilack rosd ss5 the sun arose behind to reveal a
land that was under famine and drought. Indead, it was by pbush taxi
that o trsveller could get 3 ¢lesr sight of tne faminsy, 335 miles of
countryside passed by, and the swaskening passsngers looked out in
silences. bhNobody spokse much guring that trip. The few scattered tress
should have zppeared green, yst they wmere without lzaves and frosted
in sgrets. They would shed like dandruftf from the branches when the
bpusn taxi passed 2y and raturn with the silence of 1ts departing. All
slong the rosd ths fizlds gave their own 2ccount--millet and
guinea-corn standing surnt, yellowy dryy, hesaded and empty of seed. It
was the precurssr of 3 greater fsminsgs, onz that had not bazen
gxperienced for decadss. In many places the ground sprouted plants of
51X inches or less, where the Tarmers had trisd to replant aftter the
first crop feilurse. They wers yellows bent over, and stiil. The only
wster seen constantly was the mirages a2t the endg of the thin black
liney thet always fled swuay on spprozch.

The characier of t1he land changed towsrds the town of Galmis but
not 5o the imorsssions. The 301l became stony and the form zimost
mountainous. Some thatched houses sat upon & slisht slops in
solitude, with oniy the sicnes underfools the wind without and the sky
aboves. A3 wmildsrness 1t was spsctacularly wild 3 vet hers was a ‘
wilderness ain which peepls were trying to live and raises a2 crops. A
tew distant patchas of green in 3 valley s21 pracarioudsiy mounted in a
trame of red stonz and vast distances. @35 the miniwan drew n2ary the
greasn patch turned into irrigasted onion fields.

Gaimi is Tamous for 113 onions, which are sold in many markets
throughout diger. As the minivan stoppsd in ths midst of the busy
markeiplilace the ¥famililasr scsne that i3 so much s part of roadside
africa was repeatsds  Street merchants and beggars of all sges ran to
the side of the bush taxi, showing thesir wares or offering their
cupped hands. 3Some of the bpoys had parcels of onions tied up with
strips of palem frond atop their hzads which seemed 35 though glued to
their hair. The driver cslled z helf hour halt for & lats breaskfast
81t the market kitchen, and sverybody clambered osut.

Part of the adventurs and slzasure of travelling by bush taxi is
in the 23ting. #Most of the places psople est sre ocutside, since it
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Wiamey woulid not come Iin sight for a3 long time yet and most of the
passengers feil asisep. Sutside, the burnt land rezppeared with the
sam2 story of yellowsd miilaet n{alkﬁg and the hardships of travel by
busn taxi revealed themseives in cramped sea3ts and various bodily
smells. Sometimes the driver would ssem to nod offs but never for

iong. Thers waes & brisf halt

in the middles of nowhers a3t prayer fTime,



and saveral of the Muslim passengers gsot nsui to unroll their mats
towards the sast. A& few Test awsy from the minivan,y the wvast country
began and stretched besyond sight. A& shouts ssveral backfirss, and
then anotnher cluster of hoursz on the thin black linse acress the semi
desarte With the nightfall came Niamsy, and a¥fter the day in the open
it wes & reiief 1o pe sucked into the black hole of the markstplace,
many new taces, the waiting c¢sb and & night with friends at the guest
nouse. This rest was welcome before continuing on with tne next leg
ot the Journey by bush taxi--from Niamey basck into Burkinz Fsso and
the town of Diagazs.

-»

night two bush taxis lseve Nismey and asrrive at
UDiapsgas Burkaina Faso on Saturdsay afiternoon. Everyones there knows
about these two taxis and the crew that runs thams, for each week they
sre packsd out to the roofs with people asnd baggage. The vehicles are
ooth Toyots 1trucks. The back of the first has been extended and
welded Up 1o resemble & busy 3nd the second has had the zides of the
truck bed built and bozrded us to a2oout sixtesn fsety so that it can
hold vast asmounts of looss oddz and 2ndse. In many Towns in Burkina
Faso there 1z & great shortags of basic plastic containers such as
buckets,y saiad oll vottlesy bagsy fTifisen-gallon jugs as well as tin
Cansy pailsy rudbsr tubing, short lengths of piping and the likess. In
sddition to working in Nigers. thare z3re many housewmivas who make ths
tripg specitically to nick up items lacking at homss, 23 well as the
uzual bush taxi travellers.

Thers wes only one entrancs to the passengsr pasrt of the homemade
Busy and 511 the windows were barred. In sddition to that, ths center
seat folded down over the aizle when ths seats dehind it had been
Yilled, s¢ that it was impossible for anyone at the back to get out
sasilys. Tnas was doneg 1o pack in the asximum amount of people. Ths
seat 8t tas front right naxt To the door sesmod bast. Abowve tha
windows that looksd into the driwving cab was the only light, dim and
flickering from the uncertazin battery up front., Hdlthough the
nousewives hsd stowed theilr heavy baggsge in the other truck thers
remained much that went inte the bus with thaa-—-bags of foody a few
bundies of clothing snd finer cloth, wster jugs,y and several screaming
tnildren. &Gfter the fifth row of seats the coach became sffectivly
darky packed out with groping bodies and the ocaisionzl windmilling of
s flashlights., The middie seats wers lowersd down 25 the bus filled up,
and [ looked ciossly at the bars on the window to sze Just how easy it
would be to crawil through them. Thers was 3 splutter from the engine
ang then no activity for thirty minutes. Tne hzat at my back bacama
palpable.

Thare was a scuftle and the driver mountad the steps and flashed

iight into the bus to sse 1f 1t was full znough. He was surprised
o ses me in this part of his bush taxi and explained that there was a
#at in the cab with petisr ventilstion. It fook no more porsuasion
o mowve up Ffront into the cab betwesn the driver and his riding
partnesr for the night.

When the driver said the cab was ventilated he was not joking.

Lol LI O 1



The diesel clattered 10 & start and it becsme spparent that there was
no dashbosard or partition batwesn the cab and the engine. It took
seversl hours of driving before one’s ears became accustomed to the
extra sound. Hardshios likse thsse are common on many bush taxis. In
any case 1t was batisr than the black hols behind.

Both of the Toyotsas wers old and had had an sasier ssrvice in
their former zountry, y2t they mansged to climp the gradual gradient
out of the Higer River pasine. It was impossisle to slzsp in the cab
with the dissel in third gezr for miles on end and the driver trying
to have soms conversation with his partner. The light caps were
undusted and this made the roasd up front less sasy 1o see. Parhaps 1t
was the late hour as well, for the truck weavad all ovaer the road with
the turns or to avoid donkeys that spoesarsd out of nowhersz. For many
Africans thess Journeys ars not Joyridess but one of the nacessities
of travelling cheaply. In the Dack a child was wailing but evervons
elss seemed to by oblivious in slesp. The Africans have sn incredibls
tolerance for noiss.

4% about midnight the last ponlice checkpoint in Nigerien
territory was rezsached and the trucks pullsd off the road to Join
gevaral others in & beaten sarth perking fizid. so vehicles wers
aliowsd to cross the porder st night, and a3 the passengers got out of
their ssats they were dirszcted to the polices tent to hand in their
papers. &gainy the police scrutiny of documents and the curious blue
passports. The Dus part took a long while to unload but it finally was
dones and the s2ats stood enpty. Lround the pus and the other trucks
people unrollsd thelir straw matsy lay on them and stretched blankets
sver their curlsd bodies. Some curlsd up together to keep warm for
the next mornings for it was the cold month of Decewmber. Inside the
pus 1t was stiil and emptys and with one of the middle seats folded
down thears was 2nough room to lie down straight. The benzches wers
nard and convexs and throughout tne night the sir became steadily
cooler. Gutside could be h2ard the pericdic splash of falling water
trom near the tires. It was invitation sznougn, but not snough *to
force ong 1o go out for ralief in the ftotsl darkness. The night was
spent on those seatsy the Dody and sars tired but the gind swake and
gaiting. Ewery so often 1t szemed as 1f the sky had lightensd up a3
littie bDul noy not yel.

The moerning ross out of unconsciousness and an aching back to a
feeling of Deing chilled and shivering. The urge to get up and walk
gbout was powszrful. No more pench-Joy in this busa.

It could have beas2n & scens from war. 4dround the bus lay dozens
of podigs, stretcned out and totelly shroudsa in shsets or white
blanksts. fNobody moved, The gir remainad zcold and stilly thers
was & light mist over ths ground. The fiag in front of the police
station clung to the pole. Szversl vultures stalked about the taxis
in siience. Wearbys a few dogs fought over soms scrapgs. Nothing else
stirrad. This suspsnded wvision razmained for s long time as the sun
pegan to grey the sastern cornsr of the horizone. There mere sounds
from ascross the rosd of people snd the clssh of enamel dishes. Food.
That in itself was sufficient. By now others were unshrouding
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themssslives from their shests and mandering towards the kitchan,

Africen roazad food a3t five in the morning can be wery similar to
what wes zaten st seven the night baeforz. In fzcty it is the same.
The millet i3 aliowed to set and In the sorning 1%t is patted into
pancake—likse flats snd conked 1In bpoiling oil. Piazces of chicken in
the leaf ssuce are reheatsd in thy cauldron owver the open fire and
served ovesr mneil rics remsins. Everyone was gyeing the pot that held
the tea; sctusily, it was 3 twe-gallon oil tin with the top cut out.
When 1t began 1o voll somsone picked i1 us with hsavy rags and set it
upon one oFf the ocutside tables. From there the tza was ladled into
wadting cups, given 5 shot of thick condensed milk and another of
sugary and then handed to the customers as they bagan to arrive from
cut of their sless. The chickeny millet fry ups and rice ware also
carrizd onto the tables out of the smoksy lsznto to bz saten and
pezople begen to ravive and talk sgein. Tne vulitures became bold as
tne eataers threw out bones and gristls onto the dust. Ons came too
close and hasd stones throun at ite The change from a death like sleep
10 & busys chattering crowd had fainally coms with the heat of the sun
and in time sveryonsz went to the trucks to pack awusy whst was laft on
the groundsy 2nd then %o claim papsrs with 2n 2xit stamp from the
poliices. Thare was no post at the bordery so 3ll business was carried
osut here. & finai scamble and the bush taxis lett as socn as they
ware readya.

The cao of the Toyota remainsd noisy but somszhow tamiliar. Way
gown the thin bilack line ancther truck was approaching. As it passad
there was a great crashing sound and the windscreen bacame white and
starreds The rest @as reflex and 55 my face went botysen my knaes,
the glass was flung against the back of the cab.

The drivar stopped the truck, unhurt but shaken, thankful that
he had been wearing glasses. His partner had been sble to raise his
hands ower his face, and they wers lightly cute. There were littls
sguare bits of glass asll over the floor and se2at of the cab. Stepping
out ot the ceb one could sees the glass ower the roady and the faces of
several people behind as they came out »f their shock to ask if anyone
was nurts. Some wer2 hystsricals thinking that someons had been
kilisde Thars was no sign 2% the stone that nad hit the windshield.
The driver of the other truck drew up and halped to pull away the
rubber gasket that had held in the windshiela and swept off the glass
parts with a handbroom. This was 3 light sccident; sometimes taxis
have crashsd and burnsds. In facty, the police have & grim may of
reminding travellars to be more careful on the roasds: crasshed wvehicles
are 1zttt on the rosdside a28s & sign 1o othsrss and every fesyw hundred
miles onse c3n see & rusted hulk on thes rosdside.

dhen 8ll the glass had been remowed thi truck was truly well
ventilatedg as it crossed over the border with Burkina Faso. At that
point the pavsd road stopoed and was repl

facad with ongz made of red
laterite graval. Thnere wss noe sign of sny customsy nothing save &
proken dgouwn thatched cottagss 235 the driver bsgan to dodge holes in
the road wdith experienced easz. The bordar post was at the first
towny nins miles and half an hour down the laterite strip.
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Kantchari i1s the turn »ff point for thosa going douwn to the
south-sast corner of 3urkina Faso and beyond thaty, to the zbutting
country of Senin. There were othsr bush taxis waiting to pass customs
that day asnd the polize staff was small. Lfter passport control the
passsngers sent into the amarketpliace until such time a3 their trucks
came up for inspections. Ths sun grew hot s3s many reotrested under
shade trees or went into thse bar for 5 Fanta. The room stoond largely
bare with & f2w old posters on the walls and an asncient refrigerator
in a cornar, ghich wss packed with Fantas and Sprites. Not much sound
save the scuff of feet and the rasp and pounce of bottle caps skidding
over the counter and onto the floor. Pzople restsd in the shade,
saving sitrength Tor wnat w8s 12 COMS.

The trucks and other busn taxis wers inspected before continuing
cut of Kantchaeri. It was well known that the housewives wsho rode the
Niasmey—-Diapaga taxi carried odds and ends to seill 2%t 3 profit in their
home towns, so averything was unlosded onut »Ff the baggage truck and
sprezad on the ground, inspecisd, some of it taxeds and then returned
to the trucke Duridng this time a3 fow Eudropsan travsllers in four
wheal drive, trans—-Saharz vehicles passed the customs in a2 matter of
ten minutas. When the two Toyotss were relosded znd on their way out
four hours had passsd. Yo the Westerner it appesrs long and taxing,
yet to many Africans patience 13 a part of 1ife, and one that is
nacessary and works well in a hot climates When travelling by bush
taxiy one should not set up 1too many itirmeraries--if any at all.

Yitimatelys the trucks arrived at Dizpaga to let off sevaeral
passeng2rs and than continus shwards down the latsrite strip to
Mahadaga and beyonds. This trip was over and the szguare in the middlie
+f Diapags ssamed smptys a3 5t the departure of frisnds. Travelling
by bush taxis sctually made up a small part of the time I spent in
West Africa, yvet some of the strongsst impressions of that vast land
cams from whaet was sesn from thoss windows,y bouncing over the red
strip or the thin black lins. It 13 an sxperisncs opsn to anyonse
willing encuogh to dasires 1t.
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Se ¥an Wyck.  ®In Search of an drchid.® To £lizszbeth.
la :
Tiffen sat up with & start and burst out of his nightmare.
Silence. His eyes stared into the dark room and waitwsd for the grey
fuzz of shepes to show ups for his s2yss 1o accommoedats. Nothing. He
saw neothing vet fa2li surrounded, almost ¢hoked by the presence of the
unsegen room. The biood hissed in his gars as he walted for last
night”s table and the walls he hzg menmorissed to sppsar. 31ill
nothing. There uwas not even the clicking of gekkopes or the rippling
sound of their sucker toed feszt ss thsy ran scross ths corrusated
tinpan root in search of insects. I1%s nighty that’s whys he thousght.
Tiffen groged and ftound *the candls snd box of matchezs ftzking plessurs
in drawing out a3 maitch asnd holoaing i1 Just so. He tzoped the head
slowly and softly at first watocning the minuts point of light dance
poout the unsgen matenh heads then he struck fTaster aznd hearders and
harders and harder. » .

The light burst as the phosphorous caught and blinded Tiffen for
z taw short seconds. Sguintings he 11t the candlz. It caught and he

filicked thne match across the rooms leaving an are of faint smoks that
mingied in his nostrils with the smell 2% cobuweos and chicken
droppinds. He ralsed the candle to the table besids his mattress and

balasnced it carsefuliy. The walls bounced back thy light through the
dust and fly spots while s seolitery cobweb dangled motionless from one
of the Deams.

Tiffen froze upon his bed thinking until the hegat from the candle
oegan to teasse ths sirand and arocuss him out of his fear of the room.
&t this hour the police curfesw would still pe in effect and he
wondersed when ne could ieave the compound z2nd walk on the rozd. An
hour ago several donkeys hed cellad out im the night snd woken him up,
put it wes still too sarly. He listensd again but heard nothings, so
he gave up waliling and began 1o dressy stuffing s fae posessions into
& leather satchezls. The other clothes hs zsbandoned in the corner of
the roomy where they wouls stay until later. You could waity, you
Knows and get 2 rade down To Manadage op Thursdsy. Don”t make Betty
atraid for voua Why do you siant o umalk 1t?

#I have tos® sald Tiffen, =3 he Lreethsd in the cool [December air
that sesmed to draw him from the rooma.

He thought about the last seversl deys on ths rosd. 4 wask ago
e had findished his Job in #Marsdi as handyman and sftar lzaving his
friends for the last time he nad begun the long ride by bush taxi
#long the southern frings of Miger to the capital at Nismey. The next
bush taxi had taken him back inzte Burkins Fasgso and the Sourms prevince
he had worksd in setfore sisrting 8t Marsdi. He srrived st Oiapzoz on
the szcond dayy tirscy dusty and almost out of moneye. Alone in the
streets of Olapage he wondered why hne haos forgoitten 1o cszsh 8 chegus
in dNiamey. He thought of Betty snd Pauline at #Manhadavs who hag
invited him over fo0 their bush hospital for Christmss snd reslised he
would have to survive somshow &1 Dispaga for five mors days until one
of them psssed by and picked him ups or taks the chsnce of walking to
Mahadags with Just sznough money fto buy shastasver food he could zfford.
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Tiffen weighed the options. The hotel was 1ittls mors than a2
shelfer with 2 oped in it and he did not cars avout comfort, but it was
too expensive and would deplets his last pockatfull of coins in three
dayss ot including meal sxpsnsss. There was no telsphone line 1o
Mahadaga sithzr. He choss the hotel for ons night

1 have toy" ha said pgsing as he hung the sastchel off his
shoulder snd blesw ocut the candle. The room bzgan to swallow him again
but he walked vuty, shut the goor on his fezar snd lockad it for good.

A&t the esdge of the coampound & short track lgd to the rozsd., Tiffen
stood there and by the light of tnsg dimly grey dazan psersd up and douwn
it to see i¥ thare were any policemen around, Surely curfew must bas
over Dy nows he thoughis Lutl he w2s nervous. For ths next thirty
minutes he stood still zniffing the airs as the sky continusd to
lighten up and the stars snuffed out one st & time. Finally over
several walls & woman began 19 pound millet and with that Tiffen
stepped ocut into the rosd. The dawn s5ir ressined fresh znd cools a3
relief after ths night in ths rooma.

There waes 2 police station in Dispags znd Tiffen hsd clearsd his
papers with the gesndarmes the previous gfternoon. They had thought
him crazy to be walking 1o Mahadags. Tiftfen knew he wanted to seeo how
far he could walk in a day butl hs hasd been sshamed to ndmit hes sas
@miso doing it for lack of money. Aftzsr passing ths central clearing
he followed the line of kapok trsess that led ocut of towns past @
milestone 1het resd in chippsd paint Arly-—=75 kma.s Hahadags——50 km.
You really ar2 mad, he thought. why sre you resally going? HNoy not
the walky, bul the wnole ides? HWhat i3 thers st Mahadage anyway?

The promptings of his conscisnce gngasred Tiffen but he retlected
on the last time he visited Mazhadagay snd why he really santed to
return. Last July he had been in 4frica for zbout five weeks, working
for the mission 235 2 beskszepsr on & devaslopment project. Half 2 day”’s
drive over the bush his friesng £lizabeth worksd at the pbush hospital
in Manadage &3 a lab tachnicisane. Until then Tiffen had felt the
satisfaction and frustration of living with 1the Gourmas. working on
the beeskeeping projact and enduring culture shocks Yot there had been
no close Triend from howme 10 zpeak wmithy, and he hzd been unzble to
totally contide in his new Ffriends at Fadaa. #With the offsr of & ride
1o Mahadage Titfen saw nis chance 1o visit £lizabaih. « » 2 Thay worked
&t the nospital, trying to maks gsnze of their zxpesrisnces as

gginners in 4frica. After 3 day of masintenance work about the
ﬁﬁmﬁﬂundy YTiffen would wslk scross the now guist waiting room and
watch her spinning blocd plasme in 3 hang cranked centrifuge. Afiar
several days the time came for Tiffesn to pegin his sssignment in
Maradi and for Elizsbesih 1o return nome to Americs st the end of hers,

Six months latery Tiffen was agsin tirseg from long days and
loneiy for lazk of felioswships That Slizatetn was thousands of miles

guey made no differsnce to him that oavse 33 he scught to see her
memory at the end of 3 Aung FoEde » ow
The kapok trses snded sudcenly and with them fthe houses. & dirt

track meandered to ths rlght towards the airstrips, wshils the rosd
angad sitretched on into ths distancess, straight sng hemmed in by grass
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and scrubs. The air lay fresh snd dewsy when the winter sun rose nvaer
the trees and began to warm the side of Tiffen’s fece. Hw was glad to
travel now and not during the hot szeasons when nobody would have
waliked the roads for & ghols day. Tiffen marvelled a3t hisz zpparent
gpead &3 his canvas Doots marched over the red rosd in confidencs,
crunching the laterites paving and lzawving 1ittls cliouds of dust
Behinde. For the next hour nhe hesrd his footfallss ths regular
splashing in his water Dotilws, 23 wsll a3z the sounds of the bush to
gach side of the rosd. Thers wsre not many birds that asppeared and
most of the sound they made came from their subtle rustling in ths
thickets. The bdbresze would comes and play with the grassy tufis, and
the lesaves on the tress Tlutitered and flzshed asz though tickelsd. Thsa
vasitness of the land and his constant steps bpecame mesmerising and he
forgot the flow of time.

Before him the land changeda dramatically 53 the road went through
countryside that had recently been purnsd over. He walked ony, looking
at the destruction. Tiffesn thought the lscsl commissarizt did this to
keep the growth down and the sides of the rsad opsn, but wondered.
There was & death penalty for burning the push illegally--zt lenst
that was what Camarads Hilenii hadg $&id at the par Ln Kantchari.,
ticcasionaily though tne farwers oid i1 to catcoch what wass leoft of the
wild animals. Soms of the 1treess smouldersd faintiys and in plzces ths
dizgtant bush shivasrsd through heat waves cadsgsed by isolatesd firesz. &
few wereg heading 2¥%ff inte other thickets zsnd Tiffen wondsrsd if would
have to return to Dispaga to alert ths gendarmes thers. Look now, he
thoughtsy the fire is seversl days old and evsrybody must know asbhout it
by nowte He locked down the stretchad ribbon of lzterits and continued
walking, picking up pebbles and casting them in low arcs at charrsd
stumpse. The ashes werese Jdesp and the falling pebolss putfed up the
Guste
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Gfter a guiet lunch with Tifftens Tony and nis wife Liz sat back in
their chairs 1o gaze out 31 the smpity compound and relax in the noonday
heate The childran who had played snd duy in the dust 511 moerning had
ieft to wmscepe the sune. Their sticks lay strewn around the hole and
every 35 often 8 part of ths rim would cave iny s=nding fountzins of
fine duszst dinto theg guiet air. In spite of the neat 1t was cooler
ingide snd the windows remained closeds. For 3 while nobody zpoke as
they Just gazed and wiped their slirsady dampening facsz.

#is it miwsys this hot in Jdeotooer?” asxed Tiffen.

suailys™ replisg Tony. Yluring the rainy sszson the heat
is secmewhat reducady but st tne end the rain tails off whils the hast
remains. That”s why I have been taking it gasy. In a wesk or s0 the
grain for the villages we visitad in the sush will be svsilable, and
we will havs our work cut oui tawﬂ

He locked out into the compound ss hs continusd speaking. 1
wish we would gt some rain! W might 28 well consider the millet
crop feiled and losty, but if we could have some razin there might be
zoms greens for todder.®
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Hgut is thers gvan encudgh time for thst?d

HYoz., You'd be surprissd how guickiy things sprout up when given
& chancea. L[t7s the same with the treez--give 1hem snough steady water
to get the taprootl going znd thasy go.?

They sat sround the tatle ssving nothing.

BTonyy would you plesss ¢ To Zenjamin snd resd him s story?®
asked Lizs. THe has felt szdick 21l day and wanted =me to amsk you Lo
read something.?

Tony went into the bsesdroom zsnd looked 31 his children. Mellissa
iay aslesp in hagr cot as he s=at down beside Benjamin and took ocut a
booke Tiffen could sse thews from the dining room table and he fergot
the hest of the days ss he unfoldsd hiz imagination znd listened with
fenjzmin.

& car coasted into tne courtyard and Tiffen"s conscisusness and
he realised L1z had left the room to meet the unssen visiter. He
iistensd into the kitchsn and znatched fragments of Liz s conversation
through the steady flow of Tony”s volce in the otedroom. How?a. . o
dead?. » when?. o W2thne well. o .81 Soura? He lookszd zgein at Tony
through the open door but could not Juxtasose him rezding a fairy talse
with what he heard in the kitchsns, I% doesn”t make senses he thought.
The two don”t go togesither. They can’ts. They shouldnt. The edos of
Titfen's imagination seemsd 1o collavse inward sz sounds were muted
and he fsit himsel? shrouded in cotton woola.

Liz came 1in and set down guisztliye ,

BGprdon was Killed in an sccident st Soura this morning.®

There was silencs as they 321t at the table looking at sacdh othar.
ffter & minute Liz glenced in 21 Tonys than a3t the t3dbls a3nd their
giesses. Taking one of them she waited, turning 1t slowly round and
round, drawing designs on the condenzation with her fingsetip.

Tony came in and steppsd when ne saw his wifa’s 2yaes.

*Tonys there was an asccident at tne well. Gordon is dead.®

iich ?!!

BThey were lowsring 3 well-ring and Hordon was virscting it from
the botiom. » »something broks and it fell on hime » »  The funs=ral will
be amt Tsibiri this esvening.®

eyt home » »8nd why?® assked Tony. freg would nevsr have donse
zomething likse thast. I1 was net liky ims L only spake with him
yesterday aflernoon apout walil wmork.

81 don’t know whys ¥ smid Liz Sha =at down on the couch and
motioned for Tony 1o Join har, ¥ﬂ%y said nothing 535 they stayed
together for the rest of the sfternscon.

Tiffen watchned them for 3 whilszss not kno
wantad to b wlﬂﬂ% and quiet i1p hA1S room. Sa
through the kitchen coor. ag he ocrossed ths
the dust spurted from undser huos fw:t.
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¥ing ahat to do. He
ying nethings ne left
compound to his bungslow
Bt o $ B3 R
g

&z the sun becams warmer Tiffen ftook off his hat to szhaks out ths
cotton flsp sswn into the back and put it bhasck on his hezd. He could
s2¢ 1t flaspping in the bHresze by watching hiz shadow. Without



